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r^RGANIZER and Leader of the "Ever
_V^ Victorious Army," He Rose in Two Yeafs

from a Mercenary Adventurer to Commander-in-
Chief of All of China's Forces on Land and Sea
and a Mandarin of the Highesfr Rank.Killed in
Battle Before He Was Thirty-one, He Was Buried
in the Cemetery of Confucius and All China
Officially Went Into ,_^fefev Mourning.

. BT IUCHARD Sril.tiANB.
Of all tho great soldiers of fortuno

the world has known few rank higher
than Frederlck Townscnd Ward.
Strange that Americans know «o little
Rbout hlm. Away in far dlstant China
many temples havo been built ln hlsj
honor. nnd hls bones rcst In the ccme-

tery of Confuclus. Even the Britlsh,
who. with reason, vlewed him with
susplcion. have paid trlbute to hls
worth. By ono" of their hlstorlans he
has been termeil the Amorlcan Clivc.
Yet hero In the United States, and even

in tho old witch town of Salem, jft-hcro
he was born, comparatlvcly few'per-
Kons ever heard of him or ever read
nbout him. Ward ccrtalnly deserves at

Ir>a?t the prateful remembranco of the
people of hla natlvo land.

In the days of the nation's perll ho
opened wide his pur.se for the land he
loved. and at the tlme of the Trcnt af¬
falr. when it soemed as if England
and the United States would como to
war, he planned to selzo the warships
and merchant vessels of Oreat Britaln
then in Chinese watcrs. Not only that,
but when he was at the height of hls
fame ho sought to close up his affalrs
and give up his high officc.s in China
ln order to take part ln the Clvll War.
Man could do no more. yet Amerlca
may be nald to know hlm not.

Two Yeurs, nnil Only Two.
Too bad Ward did not live a little

longer. Me dld not nnd hlmself, ho
never really had an opportunlty to
show the stuff ho was made of untll
hc was twenty-ntne years old. And ai
thirty-ono he wns dead. But Intc
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those two years he erowdod more
of action, moro of\ spectacular
achlevemont, more of pleturesque-
ness than ever man of forelgn blrth
did in China before or since. From
a common adventurer, n. rover over the
world. a soldler of fortune whose aword
was at tho servlce of tho highcst bld-
der, a mercenary of mercenarlea who1
went to battlc for thc loot that was
to be his lf victory pcrche'd on hls
banner. hc rose to be Admlral General
of the emplre, a mandarln of tho first
rank and thc founder of tho Ever Vlc-
torious Army that saved tlie throne to

thc Manchu dynasty. < ,

China was in a sorry state, when
Ward, rcstless and almost penniless. ar-
rived in Shanghai late iu the year 1S59
He had been liorn tn Salem in 1831, and
faie. it seenied, had frowncd on hlm
in almost everything he undcrtook. A.
a boy ho ycarned for a mllltary llfe,
nnd when he was in thc Salem High
School hls chief ambltion was to get
to West Point. Poverty kept hlm from
that. Pieappoinled, ho became a sallor.
After a few voyages he tried ship bro-
l:cring in Ncw York and made a fall-
ure of it. Then ho took to tho sea
again. When the Crimcan War start¬
ed he enllsted In thc army of Franco
and fought so well that he won a lleu-
ten.incy. After thn war he returned to
the sea. He jolned Walkcr's flllbustcr-;
ing party 'n Nicaragua. and in one of;

1 the lulla In the strife iu that country
hi- reaumed his wanderlngs over thc
globe.
From NU-araKiia he went to CallCor-

I nia, and from Sun Francisco he drlfted

to Shanghai. He was ready tlor any¬
thing that turned up, and China Just
then was blg with opportunlty. For
ten years the emplro had been In tho
throes of a mlghty conflict, nnd anar-
chy rclgned ln more than half thc
country.

Thc Itrbellion.
Tho Tac-ping rebelllon, startlng ln

an alleged revelatlon .to a reformer
who called hlmself the Heavenly King!
and who professed a form of rellglonj '

having some rescmblanco to Chrlstian-1
lty. had spread year after ycar untll
provlnce after provlnce had been con-
quered. and the government at Pekin
was in immlnent danger. Only a few
imrts wero open to tho commerce of H
the world. The imperial government
was unable, even hnd it any particular '
desire. to prevent thc rebels from in-'
tcrferlng with the resldents of the! ;

treaty ports. The governorshlp of a| '
provlnce was a matter of barter and; '
sale. and the governor usually showed
more concern ln the progress of the
rebelllon than did the imperial author-
Itlea, hemmed ln by their centurlcs-old
prejudlces and concelts.
To the Chinese merchants of the

treaty ports thc rebellion was a source
of much alarm. The rebels hated the
"forelgn dovll's" more even than did
the Pekin government. They were for
China l'or the chinese. Englnnd and
France had warahlps at all thc open
ports to protect their lnterests, but
this proteclion was conllncd to only tho
range of the ships' guns.. The whole
country beyoml wns overrun. Each
city had to look after Itself. If held
by the imperlalists and captured by tho
rebels, lt was subject to loot. If held
by the rebels and captured by the Im¬
perlalists, it paid as heavy a toll. Aside
from tho robel armles ,and the various
imperial armles, Independent armles ot' i

robbers, which sometimes numberedSl
10.000 men, roamed the country over,
plunderlng wherever opportunity of¬
fered.
Each city was wallod, and around

each wall was a moat. Conditions were
about tlie same as exlsted iu the early
days when robber bands swept over
Europe, and each clty or each provlnce
had to look to Itself for protectlon.

BualnesM I* nuslncss.
While the attltude of England.

France and other natlons toward the
Imperial government and the rebels
ostensibly was ono of neutrallty, the
concern of the men in command of the
warshlps at the open ports was to pre¬
vent so far as posslble Interference
with commerce. Unqjiestlonably the
rebels Interfered with commerce. Not
only that. but they wanted to get tho
treaty ports away from the forelgners.
To the Ohiqese merchants In such ports
as Shanghai and Hong Kong this was
serlous indeed. There had been a tre-
mondoua development in trado before
the rebels invaded the distrlcts trlb-
utary to thc treaty ports, but now tne
mcrehants were threatened with ruln.
With little aid to expect from tho

imperial government the merchants of
Shanghai, led by :l mandarin named
Takee, fornied a eomblnatlon to put a
forelgn legion in the field to clear the
Yangtze Kiang Valley of the rebels
sufnelentiy to Insure safe progress to
commerce. They were looking around
for n likely forelgncr to organlze such
a legion when Ward landed In
Shanghai. Ho lost no tlmo ln puttlng
hlmself before them as a candidate for
the job.
Thero wa8 no scntiment whatevcr ln

the transaction. The merchants mado
it clear to hlm that It was a business
affalr pure and simple. Tho rebels wero
carrying- everything before them and
soon would be ready to attack
Shanghai. if Ward would get togeth¬
er a foree ot white men to flght
against the rebels the merchants would
"pay a stipulatcd sum for every man
who served, nnd, besldes, Ward and
his followcrH would ave thc privllego
of levylng trlbute on such cltles aa
they captured, or holdlng such loot as
fell to them. This proposition looked
very good to Ward. Ho had a fancy
lor loot. So dld the rncn he Invlted to
joln him. Shanghai had It- full pro-
poTtlon of apldiers of fortune then, as
lt has now and as lt probably wlll
have so long rts it. remalns a groat
port. More than 100 men, most of them
sailors, not a few of them desorters
from the warshlps, enllsted in hls
legion.

The Flrat Flglil.
With these men, armed a3 boat he

could equlp them, Ward left Shanghai
one day in July, 18«0, for Sung Klong.
a clty elgliteen miles from Shanghai,
on thc River Wompoa. in Sung Klong
waa a.rebel force of about (1.000. The
forelgners had u fine oonterppt for the
Chinese, and thought lhat with their
supcrlor arms they would havo no
Iroublo with thc rebels, who relled on
Kingals, antlquated muskots and
hwords, but Ward and hla men wore
repulsed with severe loss. Tliat didn't
affect the splrits of Ward, however.
Hc recrulted another forco ln Shanghai
und went back lo attack Sung Klong
onie more.

Tlils time he rcsortcd to a strategem.

Crceping- up to the clty at nlght he and
hls men Ii¦_ outside untll morning and
then manat-ed tu sclzc onc of the prin¬
cipal galos. Thls they defended in
gallant style. drivlng back tho rebels
a dozen times, riespltc the most furlous
.ttack.s thr- bosICKcd made. That night
.i section of the Imperial army came to
rein.-rce Ward and the rchels "*ur-
renderod.
Thp success or Ward In capturing an

important stronghold such as Sung
Klong and the report of the lmmense
amount of loot that hc and his mon

_ot as a. result of their victory In-
namcd the imagination of sallors at
-Uianghal, and ho had no trouble gol-
-ing- _S0 men to joln him in an oxpedl-
ion against Singpoo. To opcrate wlth
iVard's 2S0 mercenaries an imperial
irmy of 10.000 was ordered to joln hlm.
iVard met with a stuhbnrn resistnnce
it Singpoo. The walls were high and
ie had no artillery. Ho had plenty of
nllitary sklll, and d-sptte heavy handl-
aps he on the second dav of the slogo
vas ovcrcoming thc robels slowly but
urely, when thr- tlde of battlo was

hanged suddenly by the appearance
if the vanguard ot the Immenso army
>f Chung Wang. one of the leadlng
rener'als of thc Taeplng force. who had
iefeated the maln imperial army
\ashingfu and was swooping down on
.ingpoo to crush Ward and the impe-
lal force asslstlng hlm. Ward was
Irlven back to Sung Kiong, but on
vitliin the walls of the clty he gave
mch a hot receptlon to the rebel army
hat he drovc It back.
Abandoninj*- the attempt to capture

iVard Chung Wang threatencd
langh.ii. Heavy rains, however, In-
.erfered with hls plans, and for a tlme
hc clty had a resplte.

Arrcsted.
Ward, whoso force had heen reduced

:onslderably hy the heavy fighting,
needed more men. Ile meant to go
back and renew the attack on Singpoo.
Me had obtained eighty recrults, anu
had sent them to hls hcadquarters at
Sung Klong. when ho was arrested by
order of the forcign consuls and the
idmlrals of the English and Frerich
fleets. They charged that ho,
American, was encouraging men
iesert from the naval vessels and mer¬
chant shlps In the port: that Iie was
likely to cripplo the cfficleucy of the
craft in the harbor unlcss his recruit-
Ing- was checked, and, moreover, his
operations in tho country were sure to
embroll the allles (the French,. I3ng-
llsh, Amerlcans, ctc) with the rebels,
and lead to serious trouble in all tho
treaty ports. Ward politely told tho
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admirals and consuls that he was act-

lng within his rights.
He declared he had bc-come a China¬

man, having been naturallzed, and had
taken a Chinese wife, and suggeated
that tho admirals would find deserters
from their vessels ln the rebel army
as well as ln thc Ward legion. Ho ac-

knowlodgcd thal lhe reeruitlng could
not go on, however, wlthout crlppllng
the flccts, and hc gave his word to
check It. Thereupon he was rcleased.
He left Shanghai at once, and tho ad¬

mirals dld not heard from him again
for months. Then word camo that
Ward had been drllllng three regl-
ments of Chlnamon and that lie had ln
a few months brought them up to
state of hlgh efflclency. He dld not
have Bufficient muskets to equlp the
whole force, and untll he had fought
several battles and shown tlie quality
of hls men he was unable to buy elther
guns or ammunltlon. Then Admlral
Sir James Hope granted permlsslon to
tho keeper of the Brltish arscnal to
sell war materlal to Ward. Maybe
the fact that Chung Wnng again was

threatonlng Shanghai had somethlng
to do with the declslon.

Ever VIctorlOUM.
Ward called hls forco the Ever Vlc-

torlous Army, and never dld an army
prove itself more deserving of the
name. lt was olllccred almost entirely
by seafarlng men. When Admlral Hope
saw lt in action at the battlo of Quan-
fuling he declared Ward had pcrforined
a mlraclc.had transformed the Chinese
ln a fc-w months from worthlessncss as

aoldlera Into as bravc and eftlclent a

mllitary force as commander could ds-
sire. Evory evolutlon was performed In
the most soldlerly of style. Not only
did the Infantry forco show superb dls-
cipllne, but an artlllcry force handled
folir mountaln howltzers as well as

veterans could. Ward had one Chi¬
nese offlcer, and only one. Thls was
Wongepoo, who acted as captaln.
Thc sltuation in and about Shanghai

had beeome so unpleasant that thc al-
lles saw no chaneo for relief unlesa
the rebels were cleared out of the
whole terrltory for thirty miles around
the clty, and it was proposed to the
merchants who wcrc financing Ward's
army that Ward could havo the sup¬
port of the admirals in thls undertak-
Ing. Thls not only suited the mer¬
chants. but dollghted Ward. No tlme
was lost ln getting the. combined army
Into action. The llrst joint engage¬
ment was agalnst Kachlaou, Ward's
force bolng of 600 men, Admlrrfl Hope's
3.10 and Admlral Protet's (French) 169.
That Ward dld tho bulk ot the nghting
in thls and every other battle theallles
fought may bo judged by the casual-
tles. AVard lost in thla attack forty-
seven men killed and wounded. Adml¬
ral Frotot lost three and Admlral Hope
one.
Ward and tho admirals next attaeked

Tseedong. Such was the Intrepldity
of Ward's force that Sir John Michol.
comiiiander of tho -Britlsh in China,
asked the Britlsh minlstor at Pekin to

report lo tho imperial authorltles that
Ward waa worthy of overy consldera-
tion at their hands, for ho had built
up an army of Chlnamen whicfo for
dash nnd darlng and for soldlery qual-
Ittcs would command attention on any
flcld, aud which would prove a terror
to tho rebels.

Honor* Gnloi-e.
On March 18. 1862, by Imperial de¬

cree, WaiV waa made a mandarlh of
tho fir.st Vtng and goneral of the
army of China. Two months later, on

rocommendatlon of .l Hung Chang.
ho was made admlral ofvChina, with
tho rank of admlral-general. Moan-
whlle he had boen flghtlng stoadlly.
He had won several Important vlc-
torios. At Wong-M«i-d;r.a lm fought
one of tho most savn.ge battlos of tho
wholo war. Then he captured Kah-
dlng, Slngpoo and Najoor. ln the at-

tack on Xajcor Admiral Protet was
kllled.
Chung Wang, general-ln-chlef of

the Traping forces, in his autoblogra-
phy says the onslaughis of Ward's
men on tho cltles they attacked were
very flerce. Usually the cltles had to
capitulato in ten or twelvo hours. The
guns of Ward's artlllery were used
wlth deadly effect. -When the dovlla
(the whitcs) took the cily they would
not perinit thc Chlnese soldlers to loot,
though tln- dovlls took what they Ilkod
for themselves. The Idea of forelgn
devila dlrcctlng the Chlnese in battle
was insupportablc.
No wonder Chung Wang bewalled

tho actlvity of Ward's men. The army
the young American commanded had
grown to largo proportlons. It stlll
was 'paid by the Chlnese merchants
of Shanghal. They had a respect and
a fear of Ward that Impressed every
one who hud dcallnga wlth them. The
Ever Vletorlou3 Army had fought
nearly seventy engagt-ments and had
won practlcally all of them. when late
ln tho day of September 20, 1862, In
tiie attack on Tseekl, just as thc vie
tory was won, Ward fell, shot through
the abdomen. Ho dled thc next day.

All ill* i.oot Gon..
Of all the loot that he had taken

for hlmselt none was recovercd. All
was stolcn by some ono in his army.
Months after ho was dead lt -was dls-
covered he had offered $10,000 to
Unlted States Mlnlster Anson Burlln-
gamo as a contrlbution to tho Union
cause. It also developcd that ln the
event of war wlth England over the
Trent affair ho meant to selze the
Brltlsh warships ln Shanghal.
Wlth tho death of Ward tho Ever

VIctortoiiK Army was placed in a serious
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posltion, So, too, were the alllcs, who
occaslonally co-operated with Ward's
men. No one could handle the Chinese
as could Ward. Firet one of hls subor-
dlnates. named Forster, was tried.
Soon Burgevlne, who had been Ward's
chief aasistant from the siart, aupi-
planted Forster; Neithcr of them
proved capable. Tho wholo organiza¬
tion came near belng wrecked by
Burgevlne quurrcilng with tho Chinese
merchants who employed hlm. Then
the Britlsh appointed ono of thclr
ofllcers. Holland. to command. Thc
rebels whlpped the Ever Victorlous
now as regularly as before thc Ever
Victorlous beat the rebels. lt was
not until Colono. Gordon. known to
fame as Chinese Gordon, was ap¬
pointed commander of the army that
lt resumed its great work.
Ilow thc Ever Victorlous Army, led

by Gordon, crushed the rebelllon and
retalned the Manchu dynasty on the
throne of China is hlstory. The tame
of Chinese Gordon Is world-wlde. Qucer
how only the Chinese give to Ward
just as much lf not moro credlt than
to Gordon. In every clty where Ward
fought the Chinese Imperial govern¬
ment has built a temple ln hls honor.
ln the cemetery of Confuclus a great
mausoleum was built In hls memory.
Ofllclally, tho nation mourned one day
over his death. Never was greater
honor done to a forelgner in Asla than
China dld to Frederlck Townsend
Ward, American soldler of fortune, of
Salem, Mass.. practlcally unknown ln

(Copyrlght, irno. by Rlchard Splllane.)
hls natlvc land.
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